Primary hepatic non-Hodgkin's lymphoma in a patient with chronic hepatitis C: report of a case.
We report a case of primary hepatic non-Hodgkin's lymphoma in a 77-year-old man with chronic hepatitis C. Laboratory data revealed slightly elevated liver function parameters and positive antibody for hepatitis C virus (HCV). Abdominal ultrasonography showed a low-echogenic tumor, about 5 cm in diameter, in the left lateral segment. Abdominal computed tomography showed that the tumor was marginally enhanced in the early phase, but no enhancement was seen in the late phase. Magnetic resonance imaging showed that the tumor was hypointense in relation to the liver on T1-weighted images, but hyperintense on T2-weighted images. Hepatic angiography showed a homogeneously stained hypervascular tumor. Under the diagnosis of a liver tumor, thought to be a hepatocellular carcinoma, left lateral segmentectomy was performed. Histological examination confirmed a diagnosis of non-Hodgkin's diffuse large B-cell lymphoma that was positive for L-26 and CD79Alpha, but negative for CD3 and UCHL-1. The surrounding liver tissue showed signs of chronic active hepatitis. Multiple recurrent lesions were found in the liver, spleen, and iliac bones 4 months postoperatively. However, complete remission was achieved after five courses of systemic chemotherapy using pirarubicin, cyclophosphamide, vincristine sulfate, and prednisolone. The patient has been carefully followed up for about 1 year since his operation, and has been doing well. We review the literature on primary non-Hodgkin's lymphoma arising in the liver infected by HCV.